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From Our President
2020 was one crazy year! The best we can say about it is, “it’s over!” But in times of strife, there are certain 
constants that help hold us together. Family, community, charity all make us feel that we’re part of the 
greater good and that helps carry us through the rough times. Now that we’re through with 2020, we want 
to make sure the things that are important to us survive as well. That’s why we hope you’ll be generous 
during the Friends of the Joshua Hyde Public Library’s 2021 Membership Drive.
 There has never been a more important time in our organization to help ensure that we will survive and 
be here to support our community as we have always strived to. The funds generated by the Membership 
Drive are essential in providing the programming and support to help our library and our community 
come together, enjoy new activities, meet new “Friends,” learn something new and hopefully, make 
everyone’s life better. 
 Whether you and your children enjoy story times, arts and crafts programs, visiting puppet shows, 
musicians, animal programs, the Summer Reading Program or the annual Book Mark Contest, the 
Friends were there for you. Working to make it through a dreary winter? The Friends had film festivals, 
book discussions, author visits, and evening programs like Stewing Over Mysteries to add a little light to 
your day. Did you need some help with a project and use the library’s printers, meeting rooms or even an 
e-book reader? Yep, the Friends provided that as well. Looking to add some culture to your life or just have 
a fun day out? The Friends have lots of free and reduced-price Museum Passes to get you out and about. 
This is only a small fraction of what the Friends has been able to do for you. Won’t you be there for the 
Friends?
 While much of what we offer has been put on hold this past year, we want to make sure we are ready to 
run when things start to reopen. But rest assured, we are still there for you now, albeit in a slightly different 
manner. The library will be holding an online book discussion on February 10, we will be offering an 
online, multi-part gardening program starting at the end of February, and we will have a virtual visit from 
Chronicle’s Ted Reinstein on April 15. Of course, we couldn’t forget about the kiddies. Starting at the end 
of January, there will be a sled dog program based on the 1925 Great Serum Run to Nome, Alaska.
 The Joshua Hyde Public Library has been there for the community for almost 125 years. We hope you will 
renew your membership today so we can make sure we are providing worthwhile programs to help the 
library be a valuable asset to our community for the next 125 years!
See you at the library!
Donna Englander

From Our Librarian
Dear Friends,
Even though the library building is still closed to the public, the staff continue to work hard providing you 
with curbside delivery and telephone assistance with your questions and requests!  In addition, we have 
some exciting online programs coming up:
February 10th – 7pm – Online Book Discussion – Queenie by Candice Carty-Williams
This book discussion will be facilitated through Zoom by Book Club on the Go.  You can register online at 
www.sturbridgelibrary.org
Starting February 23 through April 20– 6:30pm – 5 part Gardening Series presented by Blackstone Valley 
Veggie Gardens
There will be a gardening program presented online every 2 weeks starting February 23rd on topics of 
indoor seed starting, herb gardening, growing a summer salad, raised bed gardening, and the organic 
approach. Registration links can be found on the library facebook page or the library website.
April 15 – 7pm – Ted Reinstein presents the “New Normal New England Road Trip”
During a challenging time, when most people are limiting their travel, this talk takes folks on a rollicking 
ride around New England – all in just one hour, and from the comfort of their own home.  Registration 
information coming soon.
Your Librarian, 
Becky Plimpton

Friends of the Joshua Hyde Public Library 
306 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA  01566

www.sturbridgelibraryfriends.org
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HERE

Dear Friends,
While the Children’s Room activity calendar has been very quiet 
recently, we have been working on a fun and educational winter 
reading challenge.  Based upon the 1925 Great Serum Run to Nome, 
Alaska when a diphtheria epidemic hit the tiny village. Participants 
will be exposed to many topics including history, indigenous Native 
Alaskan cultures, science and medicine, dogs and dog sports, and 
much more. The reading challenge is designed for children ages 5-12 
years although up to 17 years may join.  Using Beanstack, an online 
program, participants will track the amount of reading time and 
activities completed to earn badges and virtual tickets.  Activities range 
from an easy STEM experiment, crafts, and viewing educational videos 
featuring beautiful Northern Lights, adorable sled dog puppies, and 
others! While the epic race to Nome with lifesaving serum took 5 ½ 
days to complete, our reading challenge will take place over 5 ½ weeks: 
January 27 – March 6.  Virtual tickets earned will be applied towards 
three Friends of JHL sponsored prizes: two books and a 10” plush 
Shelter Pets Husky.  
We value your support of our events and activities and look forward to 
when we can host live events and 
story times in the future!
Best,
Patricia Lalli
Children’s Librarian

From the Children’s Room
Spring Gardening Programs

with Blackstone Valley Veggie Gardens

Indoor Seed Starting
Tuesday, February 23 at 6:30 pm  

 
Herb Gardening                      

Tuesday, March 9 at 6:30 pm 
 

Growing a Summer Salad      
Tuesday, March 23 at 6:30 pm

 
Raised Bed Gardening            

Tuesday, April 6 at 6:30 pm  
 

The Organic Approach           
Tuesday, April 20 at 6:30 pm

All programs will be held virtually on the Zoom platform. 
You do not need a Zoom account but may need the 
Zoom app depending on your device.

This series of programs is sponsored by the 
Charlton, Oxford, Southbridge, Sturbridge, 
and Sutton Public Libraries.

Register online or at the library!



Meet the New Board Members
The Board of the Friends of the Joshua Hyde Public Library might seem like a large organization, but 
in reality, there are only a handful of people who do the work to provide the patrons with all the great 
incentives the library offers. We had been shorthanded for the past few years and set out to recruit 
some help that was desperately needed. We were so happy that three wonderful individuals stepped 
up! Now, we’d like you to meet them. 

Membership
Your Benefits of Being a Friend:

• Your dues are tax deductible
• First to know about upcoming library events via 
email
• Subscription to the Friends’ Newsletter
• Pre-sale admission and a coupon for a FREE 
book at the Summer Book Sale
• Ability to reserve Museum Passes up to 2 weeks 
in advance
• Chance to preregister for library events before the 
general public
• Opportunity to purchase a discounted Friends 
tote bag 
Renew your membership today! 

My husband and I just finished the latest Friends of the Joshua 
Hyde Library Puzzle.  We look forward to each one and loved 
the immediate gratification of seeing London Bridge materialize 
this morning, as we attacked all 64 pieces with the perfect blue 
background.

This has been the winter of endless reading of library books and 
jigsaw puzzles on large tables that have 1000 pieces and demand 
great patience.  It has been the winter of cribbage tournaments by 
the fireplace.  We have watched as the birds fill our front yard at our 
feeders and found pleasure in their grace and beauty.  We note as the 
sunsets become later, watch for the rise of the moon.
It is a slow and quiet winter…but when that Friends puzzle arrives 
in the e-mail we are thrilled.  Something to do that is challenging 
but has quick and satisfying results…great pictures and themes, a 
bit of competition to see who finds what interlocking piece, always 
the scramble when both our fingers touch the screen and everything 
upends, and then (after more minutes than I care to share!), ta-da, the 
finished picture and that funny sea of applauding hands.
Keep sending those puzzles…they are a quick and simple pleasure for 
these winter days.

Oh, Those P
uzzles!
By Ellen Duzak

Amy Kearns 
Vice President
Hello I am Amy Kearns. I have lived in Sturbridge for 20 years and 
have three daughters in the school system. I teach Physiology at 
Massachusetts General Hospital’s Institute of Health Professions. I 
enjoy traveling, photography, hiking, dark chocolate and really good 
coffee. I have enjoyed the community that the library has provided 
for myself and my family for many years. I am excited to be working 
with the Friends’ Board as the new Vice President. 

Carrie Braney 
Treasurer

I’m Carrie Braney. I moved to Sturbridge in 2018 with my 
husband Michael and our children Sydney and Logan. Our family 
has enjoyed  many of the  library’s programs since then, such as 
children’s story-times, mini-golf and summer reading. We have also 
borrowed an abundance of books! I received a degree in Accounting 
from the University of Hartford and worked in both public 
accounting and corporate tax before taking time off to become 
a stay-at-home mother. I am a licensed CPA for the state of MA.

Alice Kao 
Secretary
My name is Alice Kao and I’ve been living in Sturbridge since 2002. My two kids are 
both at Tantasqua now but we have been going to the Joshua Hyde library since they were 
toddlers. We loved the children’s programs and now they have both moved up to the young 
adult section. My older child also volunteered in the Children’s Room for three years. My 
younger one would love to have joined if not for COVID. However, the library has been 
our saving grace during the pandemic. I remember I was the last one to check out books 
before it closed down!
Other than my small-town mom life, this is my 24th year teaching Mandarin Chinese at 
Mount Holyoke College. I have also taught at Williams College, Smith College, Clark 
University and McDuffie School. When I am not teaching, I also work as a translator and 
interpreter between Chinese and English.

Ted Reinstein
Coming soon to ourlibrary!


