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From Our President
“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”  
— Winston Churchill
“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.”  
– Dr. Seuss
“I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both hands. You 
need to be able to throw something back.” 
– Maya Angelou

These words couldn’t be more true. As we head into the dark days of winter, I hope you will take 
some time to consider how you can give a little time to make a huge difference to your community. 
It is time for the Friends’ annual Membership Drive. And while we love our Friends and hope 
you will continue your membership and encourage others to join, I also hope you will consider 
giving a little of your time. 
 The Friends’ are currently operating without a treasurer or secretary. Both of these positions 
require only a few hours a month, but will make a huge impact in how our organization operates. 
If you don’t feel able to fill one of these positions, please consider helping sort books for an 
upcoming book sale or even creating a hole for our Library Mini-Golf event in March. If you 
think you can be of service in another way, we’d love to discuss it with you!
 But ultimately, we want to see you at the library! We have many fun programs, including our 
Winter Film Festival that highlights fun foodie movies with yummy snacks, daytime and 
evening Book Discussions, and plenty of other events like Stewing Over Mysteries that lets 
patrons enjoy a hearty meal while listening to an author explain their motivation. Read on in this 
issue for more information on all of these programs.
 We hope you have been able to enjoy some of our wonderful programs this past year and hope 
you will continue to experience what we offer in 2020. So, stop by the library and see our newly 
renovated Main Floor, find a book to curl up with on a cold night, enjoy one of our great programs 
or grab a Museum Pass (remember, only Friends can reserve passes up to two weeks in advance) 
and have an adventure!
Keep warm and see you at the library!
Donna Englander 
President

From Our Librarian
Dear Friends,
After being closed for 3 weeks to renovate main floor of the library, the JHPL had its official 
re-opening on November 21, 2019.  While we are still finishing up some of the small 
details, the library is back in business and busier than ever!  I hope you have had a chance to 
stop in and check it out.  Thank you to all the volunteers, town employees, businesses and 
donors who supported this project.
Did you get a new ipad, iphone, tablet, etc as a gift?  Need some advice downloading FREE  
e-books, e-audio or videos to your device with your library card?   We can help!  Call and 
make an appointment with one of our knowledgeable librarians to get you started. 
We have some exciting things coming up – check out our online calendar at www.
sturbridgelibrary.org
Your Librarian, 
Becky Plimpton

Friends of the Joshua Hyde Public Library 
306 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA  01566

www.sturbridgelibraryfriends.org
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SPRING BOOK SALE
Friday     -April 3, 2 - 4 pm
Saturday -April 4, 10 am - 2 pm
Sunday   -April 5, 12 - 2 pm

Save the Dates

Dear Friends,
We have been busy since reopening after the library renovations 
were completed!  We have had multiple drop-in crafts and movies 
along with story times.  I often hear comments about how 
there is always something to do at the Sturbridge library!  This 
is something of which we are quite proud. Our full calendar of 
events wouldn’t be possible without your continued efforts.
With December break upon us, we again have many activities 
for families to enjoy.  On the calendar is a Harry Potter-themed 
STEM program with Mad Science and a wonderful children’s 
music program with Jeannie Mack.  We’ve had a great response 
to both events already!
Summer 2020 is already on the front burner.  The theme next 
year is Fairy Tales, Folk Tales, Mythology, and Legends.  We have 
booked some favorite talent as well as some brand 
new offerings including creating a 
Fairy/Mythology Garden with 
Bemis Farms Nursery!  
The Children’s Room is 
always grateful for your 
support.  We wish all of 
you very happy holidays.
Best wishes, 
Patricia Lalli
Children’s Librarian

From the Children’s Room



Join the friends and help 

support these programs

♦

♦

The Friends of the 
Joshua Hyde Library

Cinderella at the l ibrary.  

They're all enchanted by the princess!

All ages are Playing 
mini golf!

I hope everyone jo ins us in March!

Everyone 
always has 
so much fun 
at story time

It 's thanks to everyone's 
support that so many great 
speakers can come to visit us!

Thanks everyone!

Pirate Day!
It 's the Support of all of our friends that 

lets us have so much fun all the time.  I 

hope we can have this much fun forever!

There wouldn’t be any museum 
passes without all of our friends!

It 's all thanks to YOU!


